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Hancock Bishopric

BISHOPRIC LOCATED in western Massachusects and Connecticue was formed by
the communities of Hancock, Massachuserts (1790-1960), Tyringham, Massa-
chusetes (1792-1875), and Enfield. Connecticut (1792-1917). The ministry
seat was located at Hancock. which ar its peak in 1830 consisted of six families

and 338 members, situated on two thousand acres of property.' The Enfield saciety
was founded on the homestead of Joseph Meacham (see pp. 19, 23). who succeeded
Father James Whittzker as the head of the Shaker ministry in 1787. The community
eventually was organized into five families and grew to 113 members by 1830.2 The
small community of Tyringham., with fewer than 2 hundred members, was the first of
the three villages to close.

Sister Rebecca Clark offered a glimpse of community life at Hancock dur-

ing the eighteenth century in the following recollection, written when she was
eighty-five years old:

In the year 1791, at the age of 21 1 was gathered into the Church at Han-
cock, Mass. . , . There were nearly a hundred in the family where | lived.
When the shell was sounded (2 token to rise in the morning) we all
quickly rose; and we had but fifteen minutes to dress and get ready for
meeting, Fourteen of us slept in one room. When we arose, some packed
the beds on one another; some swept the room: others got water to
wash in, After our morning meeting. we went to our several employ-
ments. Some to getting breakfast for the brethren, as they ate first. Our
buildings were small and we had to eat and live accordingly. We worked
diligently, early and late, and lived sparingly. Our beds, bedding, and cloth-
ing that we brought with us, we all divided among the members of the
family, as equally as could be. We had but few feather beds, our beds were
mostly straw: and we made them on the ficor. Many of us slept three on
one bed; and when we washed our bedding. we had to dry it the same day,
and put it on at night. We were all much engaged to build buildings, and to




