176 HANCOCK, MASSACHUSETTS

103. Case of Drawers

Hancock or Enfieid, Cannecticut

Grove Wiright (1 789-1861) and Thomes
Darnen (1819-1880)

1853

Writien in ink on paper Jobel giued 1o inside of
case: This Case of Drowers were made by/Elder
Grove and Brother Tharmas andiplaced here
thursduy, Jaruary | 3th, 1853.1 It was the day
our Mimistry expected tolreturn to the Gity of
Peace, but were detained/ on occount of the
smow storm whichloccured on thart doy.
Butternut and pine, with wafnut knobs
h84w3llad 19"
Hancock Shoker Viloge, Prrsfield,
Massachusetts, #66-744

This signed and dated case of drawers serves
s 2 kind of Rosetta seonc in Shaker furninyre.
The corstruction features, makers’ marks,
and handwriting along with the paper abel
are insorumental in the attribution of an
importane group of Hancodk pieces to Grave
Wright, which incudes two washstands (gl
104). three counters {pl. 102), 2 box {pl. 105),
& worldench, and the built-ins on the first
wo floors of the brick Church Family
Drvvedling House (pl. 101). From 1816 unril his
deash in 1861, Grove Wright served continu-
ously in the Hancock ministry. While living
and working at the three communitics in the
bishopric (Hancock, Tyringham, and Enfield,
Connecticin), he became known as a wood-
worker producing fumiture, pails, and swifts
for winding yam.* In 1846, Thomas Damon, &
joiner from Enficld, was appointed Elder
Growe’s asziszant in the ministry. This tall case
of drawers with demiled label indicates that
Brother Thomas and Elder Grove worked
together 3s cabinetmakers as well as sharing
Ieadership responsibifities.

This piece oxhibits the characterissic
Gpered drawer construction, lettering, and
rumbering system associated with Elder
Grove's work. The identical style of writing is
found in the twenty buslt-in cases of drawers
on the first wo floors of the 1830 Church
Family Dwelling House (see pl. 101), which
suggests they were made by the same hand @
The darc 1831, found on one of the bulitin
drawers in the meeting room, indicates they
were made one year afrer the bulding was
started. Based on the combinasion of identi-
cal drawer construction daralls, maker's num-
bering system, and identifable handwriting
on both pileces, an azzribution can be made w
Grove Wright. More specifically, Elder Grove
probably produced the drawers for both the
1831 dwelling house buile-in as well as this
1853 freostanding  unin. while  Brother
Thomas assiszed on the case. Since Thomas
Damon was only twolve years old ar the
time, it is highly unlikely that he was the mas-
ter craftsman responsible for the drawers on
the buit-ins.

Menumental in size, this twelve-drawer
asce Is exceptionally tall for s widdh, Surviv-
ing frecstanding cases of drawers are unusual
from Hancock, where built-ins were the nor-
mal storage form for regiring rooms in the
Church Family Dwelling House. However. the
configuration of four shart drawers over 2
Bank of gradwated fill-length drawers is con-
sistent in both this freesmanding piece and In
the dwelling house bult-ins. Was this a con.
sCious design decision on the part of the com-
munity and the maker?




